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sword and decapitates it with one blow. The
bleeding head is caught up and presented to the
pujari, who places his lips to the wound and appears
to drink the blood
The body of the goat is returned to the head
of the family and a curry is prepared which is
eaten as a love - feast by the party that has
accompanied him. All night long the excited
worshippers remain in the streets uttering staccato
cries of " Ah ! Hah IM drawing in the breath with
the first syllable and sighing out the second.
The ceremony is continued throughout the day,
the pujari receiving the heads eagerly as though
the appetite of the demon were insatiable. His
wild blood-shot eyes and his insensibility to the
presence of the crowd point to the fanaticism
produced by bhang and datura poison.
Devil-dancing is practised to a greater extent
in the far south throughout the broad sun-bathed
plains of the Peninsula where the palmyra tree
abounds than in the north, The land stretches
away on all sides in a dead level, and mirage paints
on the horizon wide pools and lagoons where no
water can be found* Whirlwinds dance over the
plains, raising columns of golden dust laden with
dead leaves and small stones* These whirlwinds